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A team that harnesses visual information, open-source 
evidence and traditional investigative reporting methods 

to produce detailed documentaries and multimedia 
stories that emphasize accountability and revelatory 

findings.

Visual Forensics



Our work



Is this a visual story?

Who can we hold accountable?

Can visual reporting add new 
or relevant information about 
the event? 

Would uncovering this have 
impact?  

Identifying stories



What sets us apart 

Breaking news, new/exclusive findings, a visual-first approach





https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/10/29/where-how-seoul-itaewon-stampede/


https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2022/11/16/seoul-crowd-crush-itaewon-victims/


https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/05/13/jack-teixeira-discord-leaked-documents/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/07/25/video-officers-tackle-mentally-ill-man/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2023/01/09/china-crematorium-covid-deaths/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/10/06/indonesia-kanjuruhan-stadium-stampede-police/


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ISwNUpkadFiJlEbhJOSRWcIoyjhmj-To/preview


Our techniques 
Discovery, organization and analysis of open source evidence



Discovery: How and where to look for visual evidence











Organization: Treating visual evidence as data









Analysis: Reporting techniques to arrive at revelatory findings





Седам  



  



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1gKe7aJ-9TSHEUzRxPeMEj_hGsyAOyF2s/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/19JQGT2Gim8iMFxG99-7g3fG4FzhQVA1W/preview










Organizing a long story 
Always ask: “Is this point relevant to the main thesis”



https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2023/10/26/gaza-hospital-blast-evidence-israel-hamas/




The age of AI
Treat audio and visual content like you would any other source 



https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/03/19/how-spot-fake-video/


The 5 W’s
● Who: 

○ Consider the source - who is posting this material?
● What: 

○ Question the premise - is the material outrageous or provocative? 
● Where: 

○ Verify the location of a video or photo through geolocation
● When: 

○ Confirm the timing of a video or photo through chronolocation
● Why: 

○ Think of the motivation behind a post - why is someone sharing this? 

















Cross-verification

Check other reports, photos and videos (especially from different 
angles) of the same event 

Examples: 

● Pool reports 
● Wires 
● Photos and videos from trusted news outlets and reporters
● User generated content 



Questions?

Via email:

elyse.samuels@washpost.com
visualforensics@washpost.com

On Twitter:
@elysesamuels

https://www.washingtonpost.com/visual-forensics/

mailto:dalton.bennett@washpost.com

